. ∆ AIC comparison of models for the Long-term Atoll Monitoring Program (LAMP) density in numbers using the negative binomial. Z and Y denote the model terms zone and year, respectively, with YZ denoting an interaction term. The relationship of the variance to the mean may be modeled either as a linear (σ 2 =kµ, called binomial 1), or quadratic (σ 2 =µ(1+µ/k), called binomial 2), where the dispersion parameter (k) is an estimated parameter in the model. If models including year have substantially lower ∆ AIC values than the models without year, then there is evidence of a trend over time. NA means the model did not converge.
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